Sunday Wonderings for April 20", Easter Sunday

Hallelujah Christ is Risen!

This is the promise given. New life from all the broken and dead places within and
around us. Easter Sunday the joyful celebration following the 40 days of Lent and the
challenge of Holy Week. On Sunday, we come with joy and celebration. It's good news
we have!

When | announced in church that our pastoral relationship was coming to an end, |
shared how Easter Sunday seemed like the perfect Sunday to end on, our ending is our
beginning. And so, this is my last Sunday Wonderings as this Sunday will be my last
service with all of you at Jasper United Church. On Sunday as we celebrate new life in
the promise of Easter, we will recognize too the ending of this pastoral relationship. And
yet we need not be distressed. God has promised new life. The prophet Isaiah offers
this assurance so beautifully.

See, | am doing a new thing!
Now it springs up; do you not perceive it?
| am making a way in the wilderness
and streams in the wasteland. (Isaiah 43:19)

Prepare your hearts for all that God has promised, even when we cannot yet see what
God has planned for us, Isaiah offers.

| so appreciate the image of the butterfly as symbolic of this promise. The caterpillar
must surrender entirely to the process of transformation, dissolving in the process of
becoming the butterfly. It is a bit of a miracle in its own process. It reminds me that in
this promise of God, we must turn in complete trust, surrendering to God’s invitation and
trusting the unfolding that will take place in God’s good timing. Neither rushing the
process nor delaying the process. While our vision for what is to be may not be fully
crystallized, we need not fear. On Easter Sunday, as we celebrate the Good News that



Christ is risen; we can be assured that this message of new life is for us also. Hallelujah
Christ is Risen! This is the promise given. Praise be to God.

A Prayer for our Keeping

Keep us, O God,

each day in the power of resurrection,
and your victory over the grave.

May we each know this hope and

this power in our lives

each and every day.

Amen.

(written and shared by Luther Seminary Dr. Mark Granquist)

A reminder that on Sunday we will be joined by the Right Reverend Carmen
Lansdowne, the Moderator of the United Church of Canada.

Attached is a written copy of her Easter message to the church and this link
hitps://united-church.ca/news/moderators-easter-message-2025 will take you to the
UCC web page posting if you prefer to listen to her words.

On Sunday, we gather to listen deeply to words of faith, to be held in the loving

company of one another and to be renewed to be God’s loving presence in the world.

We gather at 1000 at Alpine Summit Lodge, located at 509 Turret Street, in the
education room on the second floor to the left of the elevator. For those unable to attend

in person, virtual participation via Zoom is available using the weekly link below.

Here’s our Zoom Link:

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82027623702?pwd=0v5JFOF080209mjjoakOzGKVNarX7b.1
Meeting ID: 820 2762 3702
Passcode: 367647

And please mark your calendars with the activities scheduled for the moderator’s visit
throughout the weekend. Join us as your able and please share the invite with your

neighbours and friends.

Blessings,

Rev. Linda McLaren
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