SUNDAY WONDERINGS THE FOURTH WEEK IN LENT

“Let it alone for one more year, until | dig around it and put manure on it.”*

Artist Statement by Hannah Garrity

At our church retreat a few months

ago, we offered a session on eco-
spirituality. Our instructor led an
exercise that focused our attention on
a single, natural object. | selected a
wilted flower. We were to draw it, then
tell its narrative. We were to refer to it
as a “one.” This one. We were to affirm

the one and be affirmed by the one.

That exercise resonates with me here

as | revisit the parable of the fig tree. In
this circular image, two figures lean in over Fig Leafing | Hannah Garrity Paper lace with watercolor
the tree; their heads are full of ideas for fruiting, their bodies are full of dead fig leaf

patterns. Their ideas and dreams have not born fruit. They converse about how to

cultivate growth. Then one pushes back against the other and creates tension, discord.

From that tension comes an opening, letting the fig tree have its time and space to

thrive.

In this paper lace piece, the fig tree is full of life, representing its potential when given
the time and space to grow. As | wonder about God’s presence here in the parable, |
see that the God figure could be the fig tree. “Let it alone for one more year, until | dig
around it and put manure on it,”* the vineyard keeper replies. As | breathe into the gift of
another day, where do | see potential in need of my honor, my care, and the space and

time to grow?



Or perhaps the God figure here is in the space between them all, between the three.
The fig tree, this one, begins its leafing in the in-between.

Notes: The two circular shapes with fruit seeds inside of them represent the figures’ heads; the branch-
like imagery beneath the heads represent their shoulders.

1 Luke 13:8, NRSV
Reflection used with permission from Everything [In]between

Image from Everything [in]between Sanctified Art

On Sunday we gather to celebrate the stories of Jesus. We revisit the passage from last
week, Luke 13:6-9. What more might this passage offer us in the spaces between rest
and growth. We gather to listen deeply to words of faith, to be held in the loving

company of one another and to be renewed to be God’s loving presence in the world.

We gather at 1000 at Alpine Summit Lodge, located at 509 Turret Street, in the
education room on the second floor to the left of the elevator. For those unable to attend

in person, virtual participation via Zoom is available using the weekly link below.

Here’s our Zoom Link:

Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82027623702?pwd=0v5JFOFO80209mjjoakOzGKVNarX7b.1
Meeting ID: 820 2762 3702

Passcode: 367647

Blessings,

Rev. Linda McLaren


https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82027623702?pwd=Ov5JFOFO80209mjjoakOzGKVNarX7b.1

