SUNDAY WONDERINGS THE THIRD WEEK IN LENT
Luke 13: 6-9 rest & growth Commentary by Rev. Jeff Chu

Slow down. Do your part. Remember the promise.

Two years ago, | planted asparagus crowns. The farmer who sold them to me said, “You
know you’ll have to wait a couple of years to harvest, right?”

Of course | did. | had Googled: “how to grow asparagus.”

Still, the next spring, when a slender spear rose from
the midst of the previous autumn’s fallen leaves, |
could barely restrain myself from harvesting it. |
immediately imagined charring asparagus,

and squeezing some lemon and grating some
parmesan over the top. Ooh—and how about a
slightly runny fried egg?

Then | remembered the farmer’s counsel: “You know
you’ll have to wait a couple of years to harvest,
right?”

After briefly congratulating myself for my self-
control, I tucked my dream back into the vault of
future possibility. It wasn’t yet time for our
homegrown asparagus. It needed that year, then
another,

to concentrate on its largely invisible labor: finding purchase in the soil, extending its
roots, gathering strength to flourish.

Like my asparagus, the fig tree can’t be rushed. Jesus’ original, agriculturally sophisticated
audience would have known that a fig seedling needs several years to bear fruit. They might
even have found the vineyard owner’s question laughable. They would have understood
that absence of fruit on a young tree wasn’t a sign of failure. Maturity requires time and
care, attention and patience.

Reflection used with permission from Everything [In]between
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On Sunday we gather for an Anglican led ESM worship service at 1000 at Alpine Summit
Lodge, located at 509 Turret Street, in the education room on the second floor to the left of



the elevator. For those unable to attend in person, virtual participation via Zoom is
available using the weekly link below.

Join Zoom Meeting

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82027623702?pwd=0v5JFOF080209mjjoakOzGKVNarX7b.1

Meeting ID: 820 2762 3702

Passcode: 367647

Blessings,

Rev. Linda McLaren
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