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Over the last few weeks my email has been flooded by posts of encouragement from the many 

authors, preachers and theologians I follow online. Everything from political analysis to 

reminders of the great Love of the universe that holds us in her loving presence. I was struck 

by this simply blessing from Kate Bowler. It spoke to me both personally and communally as 

the world feels like it is in such an upheaval.  The photo is mine, taken in 2021. The image a 

reminder to me to seek out joy; not sentimental joy but defiant joy that will not leave us and 

desires our embrace. The defiant Joy of Advent. I posted Kate’s words, with this image, to my 

own Facebook page desiring to share her words to others. I though we all need blessings of 

love to sustain us to be love. I share them now here with you.  

Our gospel text this Sunday is about love. The challenge of it and the joy of it. The demands of 

it. Perhaps even the realization that none of us are up to it. At least not on our own. We need 

Christ’s presence to guide us and sustain us. In worship we are reminder of this. For  

We are not alone, 

We live in God’s world. 

On Sunday we gather for worship on the seventh Sunday of Epiphany. This Sunday is 

especially joyful as we gather for the first of our Ecumenical Shared Ministry worship services.  

We gather at 1000 at Alpine Summit Lodge, located at 509 Turret Street, in the education room 

on the second floor to the left of the elevator. For those unable to attend in person, virtual 

participation via Zoom is available using the weekly link below. For those on Zoom, please 

bring bread and juice to join in the celebration of communion.  

Here’s our Zoom Link: 

Time: 10:00 AM Edmonton 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87173038086?pwd=OcbjuF7Mg9njaxxge12FXsAFf2H9Xl.1 

Meeting ID: 871 7303 8086 

Passcode: 533905 

Blessings, 

Rev. Linda McLaren 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87173038086?pwd=OcbjuF7Mg9njaxxge12FXsAFf2H9Xl.1

