
JASPER UNITED CHURCH 
January 29, 2023 

Fourth Sunday after Epiphany  
Mission Statement 

“Our mission is to worship God and deepen our Christian faith. 
We strive to seek justice, be an inclusive, caring and accepting 

community, and to be stewards of God’s world.” 
 

Our duty is not to see through one another, 
but to see one another through. 

           — Leonard Sweet in A Cup of Coffee at the Soul Cafe  

 

WE GATHER 
 

Prelude  
 

Welcome  
 

Territorial Acknowledgement 
 

Announcements 
 

Celebrations and Remembrances 
 

Settling Moment  Gather Us In               MV 7 
In the quiet of your listening, you are invited to rest your thoughts and 
prepare your hearts and minds to worship God.  
 

Call to Worship  
Come, all who are poor in spirit; come, all who mourn; come, all who 
are meek; come, all who hunger and thirst for righteousness. 
Come, all who would be merciful; Come, all who would be pure in 
heart, come all who would be peacemakers. 
Let us come together – the weak, the simple, the powerless, the 
foolish. Let us proclaim that the source of our life is Christ Jesus. 
Let us worship the God of every blessing.  
 

Lighting the Christ Candle 
In the season of epiphany, In this time of growing light, we remind  
ourselves this is a Christ-filled moment. 
We live in the light of Christ! 
 

 

 
Opening Hymn: Come and Touch Our Hearts                   MV 12 
 

Opening Prayer  
Holy One, we pray your presence be with us in worship. We know that 
on our own we less than we want to be. It is your sure foundation we 
desire. Gather with us to strengthen us in worship. In these precious 
moments of praise and reflection we promise to let go of our agendas 
and open our hearts to you. Spark our curiosity that we may be ready 
to listen and follow your call, even into the unknown. Amen. 
 

Prayer of Healing  
God of galaxies and atoms, we bring our lives to you.  We are guilty of 
wasting life, misusing time, being blind to the woes of the world, 
ignoring the needs of our companions and friends, but we carry a 
deep longing to belong to your household, to serve you and to live 
with love.  Forgive, we pray, our failures; fill us with your wisdom and 
your Spirit, so that we may redirect our choices and actions to follow 
the path set before us in Jesus, your own beloved child.  Empower us 
to become more like you, attuned to you and ready to move to your 
will for justice, kindness and humility, in the name of Jesus.  Amen. 
Used with permission from Together We Worship January 29th, 2023 
 

Words of Assurance 
God is less interested in our right worship than God is interested in 
our commitment to right living. And when we don’t get that right, 
God says come to me and I will offer you living blessing to renew your 
spirit to go forth in light and in wisdom.  In God’s presence, I am 
renewed. I become more loving.   
 

The Sharing of Peace 
Siblings in faith, God heals our brokenness so that we may be 
reconciled in peace to God, to one another, and to all. 
May the Peace of God be always with you. And also with you. 
(You are invited to share a sign of peace, a nod, a wave, a smile or offer 
other such fitting gestures with those sitting around you) 
 

Conversation Time: The Beatitudes – A Litany  
 

 



WE PROCLAIM GOD’S WORD 
 

Prayer for Illumination 
God, send to us your Holy Spirit, speak to us your wisdom, and open 
our hearts to hear your word that our eyes may truly perceive your 
goodness, the Word made flesh, and we may follow the way of Jesus 
Christ. Amen. 
 

Scripture Reading:    Micah 6:1-8 
Psalm 15 
Matthew 5:1-12 

These are the stories of our faith.  Thanks be to God.  
 
Reflection 
 

Hymn: Blest Are They                   VU 896 
 
 

GOD NURTURES – WE RESPOND 
 

Mission & Service 
 

Offering Invitation 
 

Offering Hymn: Your Work, O God, Needs Many Hands       VU  537  
 

Prayers of the People 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
 

WE GO FORTH 
 

Closing Hymn: What Does the Lord Require of You             VU 701 
 

Sending Out and Blessing 
 

Postlude 
 

Ministers: All of us by the grace of God 
Worship Leader: Rev. Linda McLaren                             Musician:  Carol Vien  
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 


